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SSR Growth
Search using WorldCat, accessed through 
Boston University Library, July 28, 2018. 
All publications included, limited only by 
keywords and publication date.

REL-ALL keywords: religio*

REL-SSR keywords: (religio* OR spiritua*) 
AND (neuro* OR cogniti* OR evolutio* 
OR biolog* OR psych* OR cultur* OR 
scien* OR medi* OR healt* OR 
wellbeing); this is a measure of scientific 
approaches to religion.

REL-HUM calculation: (REL-ALL) – (REL-
SSR); this is a measure of approaches to 
religion from humanities and 
interpretative social sciences.
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SSR market share has 
increased from 20% in 
1980 to 45% in 2018.
Note: The PRIMO search index (articles only) puts 
SSR at 50% market share as of 2016 but PRIMO 
currently does not permit searches of the required 
complexity so I had to resort to WorldCat to 
update numbers through to 2018; that includes 
more than just articles. No matter: the message is 
the same.



Provocations of SSR Growth

1. Spurs questions about structure and organization 
of SSR researchers and publications

2. Spurs questions about relationship between 
scientific and humanities approaches to religion

3. Spurs questions about institutional realization 
and support for SSR research and education

4. Spurs questions about funding sources for SSR 
research and publication

5. Spurs questions about the net practical effect of 
SSR on global understanding of religion
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CMAC’s IBCSR Research 
Review Database

CMAC’s Field Mapping 
Project

VISOR (Values in the 
Study of Religion)

Conversations and 
Experiences



Glimpses into the VISOR Sample 
(N=499)
• Males still dominate academic study of religion; more women in Ethics and 

Sociology

• Psychologists of religion are more conservative than others

• Sociologists of religion attend religious services less than others and are more 
secular than others

• Institutions requiring Statements of Faith and members of evangelical scholarly 
organizations are much less secular and naturalistic

• Society for Scientific Study of Religion members are not significantly different 
from others on politics, religion, secularism, naturalism

• North American Association for the Study of Religion members are much more 
secular and naturalistic than American Academy of Religion members

• International Association for the Cognitive Science of Religion members are 
more secular (like NAASR) than others, but IACSR is almost uniquely 
distinguished by being much more naturalistic than others



1. Structure and Organization of SSR 
Researchers and Publications
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These two segments are quite 
old; there has been sustained 

exchange between them

These two segments date 
from the mid-19th century 
and have always been close 
until separating in notable 

ways more recently

The newcomers, dating from the 
last third of the 20th century
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This segment of SSR 
is the largest, 
including both 

spirituality-and-
health research and 

contemplative 
studies, but is 

almost completely 
isolated from the 

others

The field of Cognitive Science of Religion dwells in here

Steady traffic flows between these 
three segments, mostly rightwards
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Who is Doing SSR?
Authors in AUTHOR-3 universe: 3,659
• Mean number of publications: 5.72

• StdDev of publications: 7.80

• # of author-publication links: 20,943

• # of distinct publications: 11,355

Authors in AUTHOR-10 universe: 388
• Mean number of publications: 19.04

• StdDev of publications: 18.86

• # of author-publication links: 7,388

• # of distinct publications: 4,979

Author-3 universe: year of birth and year of terminal degree:



Harold G. Koenig: 235 publications (Professor of Psychiatry, Duke University). 
Koenig has the greatest number of publications in the database. Born in 1951, 

he received his MD in 1982. He has been influential both by virtue of 
publications and programmatic focus through institution building. Koenig is the 

Founder and Director of the Center for the Study of Religion/Spirituality and 
Health, and current director of the Center for Spirituality, Theology, and Health.

Leslie J. Francis: 167 publications (Professor of Religions and Education, 
University of Warwick). Francis received his PhD in psychology from the 

University of Cambridge in 1976. In addition to his work in religious education, 
Francis’s scholarship assesses individuals’ attitudes toward religion, as well as 

measuring the role of personality in religious development.

Kenneth Pargament: 142 publications (Professor Emeritus of Psychology, 
Bowling Green State University). Born in 1950, Pargament received his PhD 

from the University of Maryland in 1977. He works on topics related to 
psychology, religious beliefs, and health.

Neal Krause: 115 publications (Professor Emeritus, Health Behavior & Health 
Education, University of Michigan School of Public Health). Krause, born in 1948, 

received in PhD in sociology in 1978 from Akron University-Kent State 
University. Dr. Krause’s research is primarily concerned with stress and the 

effects of stress, with a particular focus on the elderly.

Christopher Ellison: 93 publications (Dean’s Distinguished Professor in the 
Department of Sociology, University of Texas at San Antonio). Ellison received 

his PhD in sociology in 1991 from Duke University. The focus of Ellison’s work is 
mental and physical health, and their relationship to religion and spirituality.
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Fields of the top 15 
most published SSR 
researchers:
• Clinical Psychology (2)
• Epidemiology
• Mental Health (2)
• Neurophysiology
• Psychiatry (2)
• Psychology of Religion (3)
• Social Work (2)
• Sociology of Religion
• Yoga



Publications Over Time by Leading SSR Researchers
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Publications by Decade of 25 Most Published Researchers

Koenig Harold G. Francis Leslie J. Pargament Kenneth Ira Krause Neal M

Ellison Christopher G. Telles Shirley Hood Jr. Ralph W. Nagendra Hongasanda R

Flannelly Kevin J. Larson David B Levin Jeffrey S. Ai Amy L.

Hodge David R. Worthington Jr. Everett L. Lewis Christopher Alan Watson Paul J.

McCullough Michael E. Park Crystal L. Büssing Arndt Hayward R. David

Curlin Farr A. Maltby John Nagarathna Raghuram Davidson Richard J.

Robbins Mandy



Leading SSR Scholars by Subfield



Leading SMH Scholars by Subfield



Co-Authorship Network
The co-authorship network is dispersed, with a network diameter of 22. The network’s average 
path length (7.35) is slightly longer than real-world networks of groups that communicate using 
modern information technologies such as email and instant messaging. The scattered quality of 
the co-authorship network overall contrasts with the densely packed network connections in its 
central region, corresponding to network stars with numerous co-authorship links to other nodes.

Explaining the structure of the co-authorship 
network means identifying key characteristics 
of authors that explain a significant amount of 
variance in the network co-authorship links.
• Exponential Random Graph Models

(ERGM) are useful for this kind of analysis.
• Using ERGM, we can attach probability 

measures to hypothetical explanations for 
network structure.

• So far, NOT SIGNIFICANT: country, intra-
institutional cooperation, inter-institutional 
cooperation, department type.

• So far, SIGNIFICANT: there is a preferential 
attachment to working with network stars.

• This analysis is ongoing so we may uncover 
other significant node characteristics that 
can help explain network structure.





Co-Authorship Network
• SMH themes are dominant (e.g. the #1 purple cluster has 

14.33% coverage).
• The only SSR cluster in the top ten is #9 (grey, RHS; 5.84% 

coverage). Another relevant cluster (#36, with 0.41% of the 
overall network) includes authors such as Ralph Hood, 
Russell McCutcheon, Willi Braun, Luther H. Martin, Donald 
Wiebe, Harvey Whitehouse, Jesper Sorensen, Franz de Waal, 
Daniel C. Dennett, and other SSR people focusing on CSR.

• Many of both clusters are IACSR members.

14.33%

13.07%

10.57%

8.07%

7.86%

7.65%

(Teal)
7.44%

6.40%

5.84%

4.59%



2. Relationship between Scientific and 
Humanities Approaches to Religion
• Bad news for religious studies: few religious studies departments are even 

represented in the co-authorship network. By contrast, medicine and theology 
are well represented, even among critical network nodes.

• Smaller communities of SSR individuals with religious studies backgrounds (such 
as those in the CSR community, #36) are highly influenced by and more engaged 
with social networks in religious studies, outside of theology. However, such 
communities are small, despite their well-known, high-impact publications.

• The co-authorship network confirms everyday experience: traditional religious 
studies is thoroughly marginalized in both SSR and SMH.

• Double tragedy:
• SSR and SMH are not benefitting from the interpretative expertise of humanities religious 

studies, which is extremely refined and valuable for any scholarship in religion.
• Humanities religious studies is missing, or perhaps in some cases willfully ignoring, the empirical 

robustness and theoretical generativity of SSR and SMH.

• Can anything be done to mitigate this ongoing disaster? Alternatively, is it really 
a disaster? Could there be a silver lining?



3. Institutional Support for SSR & SMH

#1 #2

#3 #10



Where is SSR & SMH done?
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Publications Over Time by Leading SSR Institutions
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Where is SSR done?
Top 25 non-US Countries having Authors with 3+ articles

United Kingdom Canada India
Australia Israel Germany
Netherlands Switzerland Brazil
Sweden Belgium Italy
Taiwan, Republic of China Norway Denmark
Korea, Republic of New Zealand Hong Kong
Japan Finland China
Iran, Islamic Republic of Malaysia Spain
Austria



Where is SSR among Religion Journals?
h5-rank Publication h5-index h5-median

1 Journal of Religion and Health 28 38
2 Psychology of Religion and Spirituality 25 43
3 Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 25 31
4 Mental Health, Religion & Culture 20 26
5 Religion, Brain & Behavior 17 30
6 Sociology of Religion 17 26
7 The International Journal for the Psychology of Religion 17 23
8 Journal of Management, Spirituality & Religion 15 20
9 Journal of the American Academy of Religion 14 21

10 Review of Religious Research 14 20
11 Religions 14 18
12 Religion 13 19
13 Zygon 13 14
14 Journal of Contemporary Religion 12 18
15 Politics and Religion 12 17
16 Culture and Religion 12 16
17 British Journal of Religious Education 10 17
18 Method & Theory in the Study of Religion 9 21
19 Journal of Religion & Spirituality in Social Work: Social Thought 9 17
20 Journal for the Study of Religions and Ideologies 9 14
21 Critical Research on Religion 9 13
22 European Journal of Science and Theology 9 13
23 Theology and Science 6 7



SSR Journal Ranking Dynamics

Rank Publication h5-index h5-median
1 Journal of Religion and Health 28 38
2 Psychology of Religion and Spirituality 25 43
3 Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 25 31
4 Mental Health, Religion & Culture 20 26
5 Religion, Brain & Behavior 17 30
6 Sociology of Religion 17 26
7 The International Journal for the Psych of Religion 17 23
8 Journal of Management, Spirituality & Religion 15 20
9 Journal of the American Academy of Religion 14 21

10 Review of Religious Research 14 20
11 Religions 14 18
12 Religion 13 19
13 Zygon 13 14
14 Journal of Contemporary Religion 12 18
15 Politics and Religion 12 17
16 Culture and Religion 12 16
17 British Journal of Religious Education 10 17
18 Method & Theory in the Study of Religion 9 21
19 Journal of Religion & Spirituality in Social Work 9 17
20 Journal for the Study of Religions and Ideologies 9 14
21 Critical Research on Religion 9 13
22 European Journal of Science and Theology 9 13
23 Theology and Science 6 7

Rank Publication h5-index h5-median
1 Journal of Religion and Health 26 30
2 Psychology of Religion and Spirituality 25 39
3 Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 23 36
4 Mental Health, Religion & Culture 18 24
5 Sociology of Religion 17 24
6 International Journal for the Psych of Religion 16 21
7 Religion, Brain & Behavior 16 20
8 Journal of the American Academy of Religion 14 24
9 Religion 13 17

10 Religions 12 29
11 British Journal of Religious Education 12 17
12 Review of Religious Research 12 14
13 Culture and Religion 11 20
14 Journal of Contemporary Religion 11 17
15 Zygon 10 14
16 Religious Education 9 14
17 Journal for the Study of Religions and Ideologies 9 13
18 Politics and Religion 9 13
19 Method & Theory in the Study of Religion 9 12
20 Oxford Journal of Law and Religion 9 12
21 Journal of Religion & Spirituality in Social Work 8 13
22 European Journal of Science and Theology 7 10
23 Theology and Science 5 9

2016-2017 2017-2018

Google Scholar Journal Rankings Using h5 Index



4. Funding sources: SMH
This top-29 list for SMH funders is based on acknowledgements in published 
papers. On the high end, NIMH has 248 mentions. At #29, the Wellcome Trust has 
22 mentions. There are many other funding sources with fewer mentions.

SMH



Funding sources: SSR
This top-30 list for SSR funders is based on acknowledgements in published 
papers. On the high end, JTF has 158 mentions. At #30, the Swiss National Science 
Foundation has 14 mentions. Other funding sources have fewer mentions.

SSR



Longitudinal View

For SMH, #1 HHS has about 200 funding 
mentions for each of the last 4 decades.

For SSR, #1 JTF had 0 funding mentions in 
the 1990s and has dramatically grown since.



Funding by Research Area: SSR



Funding by Research Area: SMH



5. Net Practical Effect of SSR & SMH 
on Global Understanding of Religion

GoodReads: 555 Books have >=75 “in my Good-Reads Religion Bookshelf” votes.
The total number of votes attached to these 555 books is 102,747.



GoodReads: popularity relative to count in 
each category is a measure of impact

Note: It is difficult (impossible?) to track down sales figures for 
a lot of books in any given category. So this is a useful dataset.

Top-22 most popular in SSR (note – no SMH):
Dawkins, The God Delusion (2495)
Harris, The End of Faith (955)
James, Varieties of Religious Experience (495)
Dennett, Breaking the Spell (468)
Wright, Evolution of God (403)
Harris, The Moral Landscape (230)
Sagan, The Demon-Haunted World (230)
Haidt, The Righteous Mind (199)
Prothero, Religious Literacy (186)
Sagan, The Varieties of Scientific Experience (166)
Stenger, God: The Failed Hypothesis (163)
Boyer, Religion Explained (148)
Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker (143)
Dawkins, The Greatest Show on Earth (125)
Drake, The Invention of Religion (121)
Epstein, Good Without God (105)
Russell, Religion and Science (104)
Shermer, The Believing Brain (98)
Zuckerman, Society Without God (97)
Roac, Spook: Science Tackles the Afterlife (87)
Harari, Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind (86)
Shermer, How We Believe (83)

Conclusion:
• Not many favorites in SSR or Religious 

Studies (excluding history, mostly historical 
Jesus) are having a large impact.

• If SSR books break through to popularity, 
they are the most impactful of all books 
that GoodReads users classify on their 
“religion” shelf.



Net Practical Effect of SSR & SMH on 
Global Understanding of Religion
• Effect on Humanities Religious Studies: shockingly, almost nil.
• Theoretical generativity: very impressive. Almost all new perspectives 

on religion have come from SSR in the last couple of decades. Witness 
Michael Stausberg’s Contemporary Theories of Religion. Almost all 
chapters are on SSR theories, and not because of selection bias.

• Policy influence: it’s there and it’s building (maybe it’s on pause in the 
USA just at the moment).

• SSR researchers, led by Scott Atran, appear to have had a significant impact on
US security policy.

• SMH researchers, led by Harold Koenig, have exercised significant impact on
health awareness, health policy, and medical-school training curricula.

• Humanities RS, SMH, and religious demography are stronger here than IACSR’s
segment of the wider SSR field but that may be changing through policy simulation.

• Public understanding: not a ton of influence from SSR proper; it 
requires a different kind of communication.

• THIS IS WHERE A VERY INTERESTING CONVERSATION MIGHT BEGIN.
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